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Multinational Corps Northeast (MNC NE) with its Headquarters (HQ) located in the Baltic Barracks in Szczecin is a part of the NATO Force Structure. It is the first unit of such a type formed on the area of the former Warsaw Pact. Its establishment in 1999 was fostered by numerous political, military and geographic reasons including the acceleration of the integration of the Polish Armed Forces with multinational structure of NATO and the need for stabilization in Europe. 

Forming of the Corps was initiated by Denmark, Germany and Poland. Since the moment of its inauguration on 18th September 1999, multinational environment of the Corps has significantly increased. The Danish-German-Polish Corps was joined by representatives of further eight countries – the Czech Republic, Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia and the United States. 

On a daily basis, Szczecin’s Baltic Barracks host only so-called Peace Establishment structure consisting of 223 soldiers and civilian personnel. This number may increase substantially in case of exercises or operations up to more than 800 staff members. Additionally, apart from the Air Operations Co-ordination Centre collocated and Command Support Brigade assigned to MNC NE, several units from Denmark, Germany and Poland can be subordinated to the Corps.

MNC NE is directly subordinated to the Corps Committee consisting of representatives of the three Framework Nations – Denmark, Germany and Poland. For operations and missions, it comes under the command of the Supreme Allied Commander Europe. As a Headquarters of Forces of Lower Readiness (Land), the staff is obliged to prepare for a mission within 91 to 180 days. These might be, for example, operations within NATO Collective Defence, Crisis and Peace Support Operations, or Catastrophe and Disaster Relief Operations. Since 2007, when the Headquarters personnel were involved in the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) mission in Afghanistan, the Corps has been scheduled to participate in the rotational plan for the Headquarters ISAF in Kabul. The next deployment to the mission area is planned for 2010. 

Within 10 years of its operation the Corps has become an integral part of Szczecin. On one hand the city offered convenient conditions for the Headquarters to develop hosting multinational community and on the other hand the servicemen of the Headquarters and their dependents settled soon in Szczecin, made themselves at home and established numerous ties of friendship with citizens of the city. 
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